About Arizona Christian University (ACU)
ACU is a private, accredited, nonprofit, Christian university in Glendale, Arizona, offering a wide variety of
degrees to prepare students for successful careers, while remaining committed to its vision of transforming
culture with biblical truth. Students actively engage in biblically-integrated academics and gain a liberal arts
foundation with critical thinking skills that last a lifetime. Spiritual development is integrated within the
University experience, where all four-year campus students receive a minor in Biblical and Theological Studies,
attend chapel twice a week, and complete spiritual formation and service hours each semester.

Mission Statement
Arizona Christian University provides a biblically-integrated, liberal arts education equipping graduates to serve
the Lord Jesus Christ in all aspects of life, as leaders of influence and excellence.

Vision Statement
Arizona Christian University exists to educate and equip followers of Christ to transform culture with the truth.

History
History
Founded in 1960, Arizona Christian University is an accredited, private, nonprofit Christian liberal arts university
in Glendale, Arizona. Since its founding in 1960, the University has undergone a number of name changes,
including Southwestern College, until its name was finally changed to Arizona Christian University in January
2011 in recognition of its growth from a small Bible college to a Christian liberal arts university. In 1972 the
college first received accreditation with the Association for Biblical Higher Education (ABHE), and added
accreditation through the Higher Learning Commission in 1992.
Present
Today, with the leadership of President Len Munsil (2010-present), a constitutional attorney and leader in
Christian nonprofit and public policy work, ACU has embraced a renewed vision to “transform culture with truth”
– taking the truth of Jesus Christ and the Gospel into all the world, bringing biblical truth into every arena of
influence in our culture.
Going Forward
In November 2018, ACU announced their exciting growth expansion plans. After nearly six decades located on
Cactus Road in north Phoenix, ACU reached an agreement with Arizona State University Thunderbird School of
Global Management to swap campuses – the 20-acre campus for the 68-acre campus that was formerly the
home of the Thunderbird School of Global Management. The new campus offers more classroom space, an
enhanced student life and space for the Firestorm athletes to practice and compete on-campus. With the move
to Glendale, ACU can continue to grow the student population without sacrificing their Christian identity, mission
and purpose.

Location
Arizona Christian University is in the heart of Glendale, Arizona, just thirty minutes north of downtown Phoenix.
Home to professional athletic stadiums, unforgettable shopping centers, miles of trails to hike, and a wealth of
career opportunities, students can enjoy everything the city has to offer. The University is only a day-trip away
from the Grand Canyon National Park, the red rocks of Sedona, and historic downtown Flagstaff. From sunrise
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to sunset, Glendale offers miles of trails and acres of parks to enjoy. With professional football, hockey, spring
training baseball, auto racing, NCAA Regionals and the annual NCAA Fiesta Bowl, Glendale offers year-round
athletic entertainment.
Glendale offers students the unique opportunity to be in the middle of a hub of career opportunities and
internships. Being just minutes away from anything in the Phoenix metropolitan area, ACU students have the
opportunity to connect with a multitude of churches, organizations and businesses.

Facilities
Spanning over 68 acres in the heart of Glendale, Arizona Christian University offers nearly 500,000 square feet
of campus buildings, including dozens of large classrooms and auditoriums, an expansive library, a campus
store, a coffee shop, a large student union and a dining hall.
With a rich campus history dating back to training pilots for action in World War II, tree-lined walkways and ample
student living and community space, Arizona Christian University is an ideal setting for equipping students to
transform culture with truth through a sound biblical foundation and an excellent education.
With the potential of accommodating nearly seven hundred residential students with the current facilities,
students find a home and community that fits them perfectly. All students who live on campus receive access to
an outdoor swimming pool on campus and a membership to the YMCA adjacent to campus.
Athletic facilities are under construction (football, softball and soccer turf fields complete) and will soon include
a baseball diamond and a second soccer turf field. In the planning stages are a multi-purpose arena for
basketball and volleyball and courts for sand volleyball. ACU also serves the community by offering conference
services and retail leases.

Our Core Values
Faith
The Bible is the foundation of faith and an ACU education. All students receive an extensive education in the
Bible. Spiritual formation through discipleship, worship, service, prayer, and accountability will always be
essential for ACU students.

Influence
ACU strives to grow in influence by graduating an increasing number of motivated and well-equipped students in
an expanded group of professions. It also uses strategic partnerships and alliances to recruit a more diverse
student population and promotes global thinking by attracting international students and offering missions and
study abroad options.

Relationship
Classmates and professors who know your name is the traditional and relational model at the core of the ACU
community. Undergraduates are taught, mentored, and inspired by faculty who love them for who they are in
Christ. Students sign a community covenant signifying their willingness to be accountable, authentic and
transparent. They also participate in local service projects to enhance relationships with the surrounding
community. ACU faculty, employees, and staff are well-cared for through excellent pay, health and retirement
benefits, opportunities for personal and professional growth, and a nurturing, supportive team-oriented
workplace.

Excellence
ACU is committed to glorifying God by pursuing excellence in spiritual formation, academics, the performing arts
and athletics. ACU prepares well-rounded leaders who love the Lord with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.
ACU administration, faculty, staff, coaches, and volunteers bring glory to God by using their gifts and striving to
do things with excellence as unto the Lord.
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Core Commitments i
Arizona Christian University shall:











Before all else, be committed to Jesus Christ – accomplishing His will and advancing His kingdom on
earth as in heaven.
Teach students to read, understand and trust the Bible, grounding them firmly in the truth through a
biblical worldview.
Be devoted to evangelism and to prayer without ceasing.
Be committed to loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, by pursuing excellence in spiritual
formation, academics, athletics and extracurricular activities, doing all for the glory of God.
Teach students to think critically, speak and write clearly and effectively, use technology effectively,
develop interpersonal skills, and pursue personal and professional ethics through biblical literacy and
integration.
Provide opportunities for students to serve locally and globally, and promote a culture of lifelong
commitment to servant-leadership.
Influence, engage and transform the culture with truth by promoting the biblically informed values that
are foundational to Western civilization, including:
 the centrality of family


traditional sexual morality and lifelong marriage between one man and one woman



the sanctity of human life



compassion for the poor



a biblical understanding of human nature



an understanding of God’s purposes for limited government



personal, economic and religious freedom



free markets, capitalism, and property rights



natural law, the original meaning of the Constitution and judicial restraint



International human rights and the advancement of freedom throughout the world

Prepare students to be leaders of influence in their community, state, nation and world – through the
church, the family, business, government, education, healthcare, media, the arts and every area of
society.
Be a leading conservative Christian liberal arts university.

Statement of Faith
The University shall be positively conservative in its stand regarding the Scriptures, in their 66 canonical books,
as being the only trustworthy and authoritative written revelation of God. Its fellowship and discipline shall be
predicated upon the following Declaration of Faith:
1. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as being verbally inspired by God and therefore
inerrant in their original writings and the only authority on all issues of faith, life, and practice. Psalm 19:7; Isaiah
8:20; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21
2. We believe in one Triune God, creator of all things, infinite and unchangeable in His being, eternally existent
in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Deuteronomy 6:4; Isaiah 45:21-22; Jeremiah 10:10; Matthew
3:16-17; Matthew 28:18-19; I Corinthians 8:6

Munsil, Len; Transforming Culture with Truth, 2015, pg. 14, “Unapologetically and, with permission, similar in many ways to CCU’s
Strategic Objectives.”
i
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3. We believe that Jesus Christ, the second person of the Trinity, was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, is fully God and fully man in one person, and is the only Mediator between God and man. Isaiah
7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38; Luke 2:1-7; John 1:1-14; 1 Timothy 2:5-6
4. We believe the Holy Spirit, the third person of the Trinity, who is from all eternity, is sent by the Father and the
Son, as promised, to convict the world of sin, to glorify Jesus Christ and to transform the lives of believers into
the likeness of Christ. Psalm 139:7; Matthew 28:19; John 15:26; John 16:8; I Corinthians 2:10-11; Ephesians
4:30
5. We believe that God created man and woman in His image and likeness, so they are thus endowed with
immeasurable dignity and worth, but they sinned and therefore all human beings are born separated from God
with a sinful nature. Genesis 1:26-28; Genesis 3:1-24; Genesis 9:6; James 3:9; Romans 5:12
6. We believe the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins and that all who trust in Him alone are justified on the
grounds of his shed blood. 2 Corinthians 5:15, 21; Romans 3:23-26, 5:1; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Acts 16:30-31
7. We believe that all who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by faith alone are born again of the Holy Spirit and are
called to walk in a manner worthy of this salvation. John 1:12-13; 3:3-7; 14:16-17; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians
12:12-13; Ephesians 4:1; 4:20-24; Colossians 1:18, 24
8. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and that He ascended
into heaven where He is seated at the right hand of God the Father to rule and intercede for us. Romans 1:4;
6:1-11; 1 Corinthians 15:12-19; Acts 1:9; Hebrews 7:25; Romans 8:31-34
9. We believe in “that Blessed Hope” of Christ’s second coming, which is the personal return of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Psalm 110:1; Acts 1:11; Acts 2:34-35; 1 Corinthians 15:22-28; 50-55; Titus 2:13; Revelation
7:10
10. We believe the Church is made up of believers in Christ; which manifests itself in local assemblies, gifted by
the Holy Spirit for the building up of one another in love and for engagement, service and influence in the world.
Romans 12:4-8; I Corinthians 12:4-13; Ephesians 4:4-13; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:8
11. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the
everlasting conscious punishment of the lost along with Satan and other fallen angels. Matthew 25:34, 41, 46;
Revelation 20:10-15; 2 Thessalonians 1:9
12. We believe God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as either male or female. These two distinct,
complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God. We believe rejection of one’s biological sex
is a rejection of the image of God within that person, and is sinful and offensive to God. Gen. 1:26-27
13. We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single,
exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. We believe God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man
and a woman who are married to each other. We believe God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity
be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. We believe any form of sexual immorality
(including adultery, fornication, homosexual conduct, bestiality, incest, or use of pornography) is sinful and
offensive to God. Gen. 2:18-25; 1 Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4; Matt. 15:18-20; 1 Cor. 6:9-10
14. We believe that in order to preserve the function and integrity of Arizona Christian University and to provide
a biblical role model to students and the community, all persons employed by ACU in any capacity, or who serve
as volunteers, affirm, agree to and abide by all elements of this Statement of Faith, including those relating to
gender identity, marriage and sexuality. Matt. 5:16; Phil. 2:14-16; 1 Thess. 5:22
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Community Covenant
Arizona Christian University embraces a Community Covenant based on our core values, which spell out the
acronym FIRE (Faith, Influence, Relationship, and Excellence). As members of the ACU Firestorm, we covenant
together to spread this same vision.

Faith
We covenant together to love the Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. We love God by
following the life and teachings of Jesus as revealed to us through God’s Word by the work of the Spirit. Our
response to receiving God’s love is recognizing our privilege to worship and serve. Together, we seek to learn the
wisdom and ways of God. Our faith compels us to seek to understand within the scope of orthodox, evangelical
Christianity.

Influence
We covenant together to live a lifestyle of integrity. We desire to create a safe environment where we can express
our identity authentically in Christ and humanity with honesty. We seek purity of thought and action, uniting our
theology with the reality of our lives, and as a result, we make a difference in our world. As we grow in this identity
-- with confidence -- we covenant together to pass on the best of ourselves to our community, our nation, and our
world, leaving a legacy of commitment to the cause of Christ.

Relationship
We covenant together to love others as we love ourselves. We seek to cultivate this love as we celebrate
individual strengths, encourage and challenge one another with truth and grace, and forgive one another when
hurt or disappointed. As we seek wholeness and establish boundaries, we will pursue healthy relationships.
Humility and respect for others are vital as we commit to seek truth together.

Excellence
We covenant together to pursue excellence in every area of our lives. We want our words and actions to represent
Christ and to express gratitude to God. We are committed to the wise use of our time, money, education and
resources as good stewards of God’s gifts and graces. Out of a heart of thankfulness to our Savior, we choose
to live well in the strengths and talents he has granted, to bring Him deserved glory.
Our aim is that all faculty, staff, and students will actively participate in our community and discover a place of
safety, growth and opportunity. As we share life together, we give ourselves to the process of being transformed
into the likeness of Christ Jesus, making His life in us attractive to the world.

University-Wide Learning Goals
Arizona Christian University has articulated learning goals that correspond to the University’s core values. All ACU
students will:


Faith - Be grounded in a biblical worldview and grow in their understanding of how to apply that
worldview to every area of life.



Influence - Develop critical thinking, communication, and creative problem-solving skills that
position them to be leaders of influence in their communities and chosen professions, both
locally and globally.



Relationship - Deepen their personal relationships with God and be prepared for healthy
relationships within the family, the church, and society as a result.



Excellence - Cultivate excellence in their personal development, academic/professional pursuits,
and cocurricular activities, living with integrity in a way that honors the Lord Jesus Christ in all
things.
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Undergraduate Learning Goals
Furthermore, Arizona Christian University has articulated undergraduate learning goals that correspond to the
University’s core values. Students graduating with associates or bachelors’ degrees will be able to:
F1. Explain basic elements of the Christian faith.
F2. Apply a biblical worldview to their lives.
F3. Express a personal, God-given calling for their lives.
I1. Communicate effectively in various contexts.
I2. Develop a strategy to transform culture with truth.
I3. Describe and critique local culture.
R1. Form and maintain significant personal relationships.
E1. Articulate a holistic and integrated view of human culture.
E2. Demonstrate information literacy and critical thinking skills.
E3. Extend the truths of one's own disciplines via original research or practice.
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Campus Map
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Accreditation and Academic Standing
Accreditation


The Higher Learning Commission - www.hlcommission.org - 312.263.0456.

Affiliations


Council for Christian Colleges and Universities (CCCU) - www.cccu.org - 202.546.8713

Approved by




The Arizona State Approving Agency, a division of the Arizona Department of Veterans' Services
The Arizona State Board of Education for teacher training in elementary and secondary education in
preparation for state certification
The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), Department of Homeland Security

Licensed by


The Arizona State Board for Private Postsecondary Education (AZPPSE)

Memberships





















The American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO)
The Association for Institutional Research
The Arizona Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (AASFAA)
The Western Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (WASFAA)
The National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NASFAA)
The Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI)
The Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona (ICUA)
North American Coalition for Christian Admissions Professionals (NACCAP)
Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA)
Association of Business Administrators of Christian Colleges (ABACC)
Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA)
Association of International Educators (NAFSA)
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA)
Golden State Athletic Conference (GSAC)
Pacific Collegiate Swim Conference
Sooner Athletic Conference (SAC) (Football only)
CollegeSource
Department of Defense (DoD) Tuition Reimbursement
Air Force Tuition Reimbursement
CollegeBoard

State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements (SARA) Participant
Arizona Christian University is an institutional participant in the State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA)
initiative. SARA is an agreement among member states, districts and territories that establish comparable
national standards for interstate offering of postsecondary distance education courses and programs. It is
intended to make it easier for students to take online courses offered by postsecondary institutions based in
another state. SARA is overseen by a national council and administered by four regional education compacts.
For more information and a list of member states, please visit http://nc-sara.org/.
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Unless otherwise stated, all rules, policies, procedures and other information of the ACU general catalog apply
and are hereby incorporated by reference.
Students enrolled in the Online Studies program are not eligible to participate as athletes in the ACU Firestorm
athletic program. Online Studies students who request to transfer into the Campus program must complete the
enrollment process, which differs from Online Studies enrollment.
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Admission Policies and
Procedures
Application Procedure
Applications must be completed online at www.arizonachristian.edu. The application includes affirmations of
faith and short-answer questions describing the student’s relationship with Jesus Christ and his or her spiritual
formation since accepting Jesus Christ. In addition to the application, the following items are required:
●

●

●

●

Transfer Applicants
o Official college transcripts from all schools attended since high school
o Cumulative college GPA of 2.5 or higher
o Transfer students who have successfully completed 12 credits with a 2.5 GPA or higher of at
least 100 level coursework from a regionally accredited institution of higher learning are not
required to submit ACT or SAT scores.
Freshman Applicants
o Cumulative high school GPA of 2.5 or higher
o Official ACT/SAT scores
▪ The minimum University standards are as follows:
● SAT
o Total Score: 860
o Evidence-Based Reading and Writing: 430
o Mathematics: 430
● ACT
o Composite Score: 18
o English: 18
o Mathematics: 18
Official high school transcripts or GED scores
o GED Requirements
▪ Score of 145-164 will be accepted provisionally.
▪ Score of 165 or higher will be accepted without restriction.
● This is for a GED taken in 2014 or later. GED tests taken prior will be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis.
● Students whose Mathematical Reasoning score is less than 165, will require
developmental math while at ACU.
● Students whose Reasoning through Language Arts score is less than 165, will
require developmental English while at ACU.
Provisional students are accepted to ACU, but are limited to 12 credits of coursework during their first
semester and are enrolled in English and math labs in addition to the normal English and math
requirements. Provisional students also meet weekly with ACU’s Director of Academic Services.

When all forms have been received and evaluated, the applicant will be notified of the admissions committee’s
decision.
ACU has a rolling application system, and applications are accepted throughout the year. However, in order to
maximize on financial aid opportunities, students are encouraged to apply early.
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Campus Visits and Virtual Tours
Students interested in attending Arizona Christian University are strongly encouraged to visit the campus.
Campus visits are arranged through the admissions office and can be tailored to suit individual needs. Visits may
include a campus tour, an admissions meeting, an appointment with faculty members, or an opportunity to sit
in on classes or attend chapel services. Please contact the admissions office at least one week in advance of
the date you will be on campus. To schedule an in-person tour or campus visit, please email admissions at
admissions@arizonachristian.edu.
ACU offers both virtual and in-person tour options. To schedule a virtual tour, please visit our website:
https://www.arizonachristian.edu/visit/.

Acceptance Standards
Academic Standards
Acceptance by Arizona Christian University requires a high school diploma or GED. Preparatory studies in English,
math, science, and social studies are desirable.
First-Time Freshmen
All high school graduates coming to ACU as first-time freshmen (i.e., an applicant with no college credit outside
of high school dual enrollment or concurrent enrollment, and who graduated from high school within one year of
the applicant’s start date at ACU) must have a minimum, unweighted high school GPA of 2.5, a minimum SAT
test score (math and critical reading combined) of 860, or an ACT composite test score of 18. If the student was
unable to take the ACT or SAT due to the COVID-19 pandemic, ACU will not require the student to submit a test
score.
Transfer Students
All transfer applicants must have a minimum cumulative college GPA of 2.5. Transfer students who have
successfully completed 12 credits (2.5 GPA or higher) of at least 100-level general coursework or higher from a
regionally-accredited institution of higher learning are not required to submit ACT or SAT scores.

SPIRITUAL STANDARDS
The goal of Arizona Christian University is to cultivate the spiritual life of each student and to prepare each
student for Christian service; therefore, it is required that applicants have a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ. The application procedures require a written testimony from the applicant. Each applicant must give
evidence of a Christian life that is clearly recognizable by fellow Christians. Applicants should be regular members
of a church that aligns with orthodox Christianity.

Transfer Students
The student requesting transfer of credit earned from another college or university must submit official academic
transcripts of work completed for evaluation. It is the responsibility of the student to request official transcripts
that will be mailed directly to the admissions office at Arizona Christian University.
Please Note: Transferred credits are not used to calculate the student’s ACU GPA. Only credits earned at ACU
are used. (Refer to the section entitled “Transfer Credit” for University policy explaining what credits will be
accepted toward completing requirements for a degree program at ACU.)
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International Students
The University is authorized under federal law to enroll nonimmigrant alien students. At least six months should
be allowed for processing applications for international students.
International students must follow the application procedure outlined above in addition to submitting the
following documents:
●
●

●

●

International Student Certification of Finances
English Language Requirement
o Any student for which English is not the original language of his or her country will be required to
demonstrate proficiency. This may be accomplished by any of the following means:
▪ Transfer of college credits from an English-speaking institution showing a cumulative GPA
of 2.5 or higher.
▪ A TOEFL score between 60-72 (internet-based) or 57-80 (paper-based) will be accepted
provisionally.
▪ A TOEFL score of 73 (internet-based) or higher or 81 (paper-based) or higher will be
accepted with no restrictions.
▪ A Duolingo score of 90-115 will be accepted provisionally.
▪ A Duolingo score of 116-160 will be accepted with no restrictions.
▪ A Berlitz score of 74-81 will be accepted provisionally.
▪ A Berlitz score of 82 or higher will be accepted with no restrictions.
NOTE: Provisional students are accepted to ACU, but are limited to 12 credits of coursework
during their first semester and are enrolled in English and math labs in addition to the normal
English and math requirements. Provisional students also meet weekly with ACU’s Director of
Academic Services
Transcripts evaluated by a credentialing agency from all previous non-U.S. institutions
o The following is a list of approved agencies:
▪ InCRED
▪ WES
▪ FCSA
▪ AZICE
Completion of ACU’s I-20 application to qualify for the certification of eligibility for nonimmigrant student
status (INS Form I-20). ACU reserves the right to request the student’s enrollment deposit before issuing
the I-20.

Upon receipt of the above documents and acceptance to the University, the student will be issued an INS Form
I-20. For more information, please visit https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/.

Veterans and War Orphans
Arizona Christian University is authorized for the training of veterans and war orphans under the VA chapters 30,
31, 32, 33, 35, and 106. The student should contact the local Veterans Administration Office for a “Certificate
of Eligibility” well in advance of plans to attend Arizona Christian University. A “Certificate of Eligibility” can also
include a “Statement of Benefits” obtained from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) website – eBenefits, or
a VAF 28-1905 form for chapter 31 authorization purposes. Any questions concerning veterans and war orphan
benefits should be directed to the ACU financial aid office. Please also visit the VA website, www.gibill.va.gov, for
additional information.

Readmission
If the student has not been registered at ACU for 365 days or longer, then they must re-apply for admission,
including the submission of all transcripts from previous colleges attended, and the completion of the ACU newstudent application. These items must be submitted and reviewed before readmission will be granted. The
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student will be readmitted under the ACU catalog requirements in effect for the semester the student intends to
register.
If the student has been out of ACU less than 365 days, the student simply needs to contact their ACU Enrollment
Management Specialist (EMS), who will make a request to the registrar's office to reinstate the student. If the
student does not change his or her major or modality, then nothing further is needed. If the student does wish
to change their major or modality, then the EMS will work with the student to complete that process.The change
of major or modality will also cause the student to be under the ACU catalog requirements in effect for the
semester the student intends to register.
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